
Green, Michelle 

From: Miller, Scott 

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 2:56 PM 
To: Saskowski, Ronald 
Subject: FW: SMS 104(e) follow up 

Attachments: 10_29_15 Letter to Jackson re_ Jerry Sternberg Company.pdf; 10_30_79 Sternberg Deed 

to Witherspoon _ Johnson.pdf; 9_25_15 Request for Information Letter from EPA.PDF 

Hello Ron, 

Please save this to SEMS for Smokey Mountain Smelters. 

Thank you, 

Scott 

From: Jackson, Felicia 

Sent: Tuesday, December 08, 2015 4:02 PM 
To: Philson, Caroline <Philson.Caroline(ffiepa.gov> 

Cc: Miller, Scott <Miller.Scott@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: SMS 104(e) follow up 

Environmental Protection Specialist 
EPA Region 4 Superfiind Division 
Enforcement and Community Engagement Branch 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Jackson.Felicia@epa.gov (404) 562.8894 j facsimile; (404) 562.88421 

(b) (5)

mailto:Miller.Scott@epa.gov
RSASKOWS
Redacted



From: Philson, Caroline 

Sent: Tuesday, December 08, 2015 12:56 PM 

To: Jackson, Felicia <Jackson.Felicia@epa.gov> 

Subject: SMS 104(e) follow up 

Hey Felicia, 

Can you help me get up to speed with the 104(e) responses? Who's responded, who are we waiting for, have you 

concluded that anyone beside Arcadis is a PRP? 

Thanks, 

Caroline 

CAROLINE PHILSON, ASSOCIATE REGIONAL COUNSEL 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 

Office of Regional Counsel 

61 Forsyth Street, SW 

Atlanta, GA 30303 
(404) 562-9588 

philson.caroline@epa.gov 

mailto:Jackson.Felicia@epa.gov
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STEVENS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

JOHN S, STEVENS 
MARC RUDOW* 
WILLIAM CLARKE 
VINCENT D. CHILDRESS. JR. 
MARJORIE ROWE MANN* 
GREGORY D. HUTCHINS 

JACKSON D. HAMILTON 
WYATT S. STEVENS 
MARK C. KURDYS* 
JACQUELINE D. GRANT 
PATSY BRISON* 
DAVID L. ENGLISH 
F, LACHICOTTE I"LACH") ZEMP, JR. 
KENNETH R. HUNT 
DENNIS L. MARTIN, JR, 
REBECCA J. REINHARDT 

ANN-PATTON HORNTHAL 

*DRC CERTIFIED MEDIATOR 

BB&T BUILDING 

ONE WEST PACK SQUARE. STE. llOO 3080] 

POST OFFICE BOX 7647 

ASHEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 2S802 

TELEPHONE 18281 252-6600 

FACSIMILE 18281 258-6955 

www.roberts-stevens.com 

Writer's Direct Phone: 828/258-6919 
Writer's Direct Fax: 828/210-6554 

Writer's E-mail: bclarke(a)roberls-stevens.com 

PHILLIP T. JACKSON 
STEPHEN L. CASH 
JAMES W. K. WILDE 
MARY A. ROBINSON 
JOHN D. NOOR 
V. MORGAN BRYANT 

JILLIAN W. BALLARD 

ERIC P. EDGERTON 

JOHN W. TOTH 

OF COUNSEL 
JOHN W. MASON 
JAMES W. WILLIAMS 
SHERYL H. WILLIAMS 

October 29, 2015 

LANDON ROBERTS 
( I92I-2007) 

Ms. Felicia Jackson 
US EPA 
Region 4, SD - SECEB 11"' Floor 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Via E-mail: Jackson.felicia@epa.gov 

Re: Request for Information Pursuant to Section 104 ofCERCLA / Smokey Mountain 
Smelters Superfund Site (Knoxville) 

Dear Ms. Jackson: 

This law firm represents Jerry Sternberg, individually, and the Jerry Sternberg Company, 
Inc. ("JeiTy Sternberg Company"), We are responding, on their behalf, to your letter dated 
September 25, 2015, which was received at the office of the Jeiry Sternberg Company on 
October 6, 2015. Although the letter is addressed to Jerry Sternberg, most of the questions 
appear to he directed to the Jen-y Sternberg Company. A copy of your letter is attached for 
reference. 

The Questions and Answers are set forth herein. In answering the questions, we have 
used the defined terms included in your letter. Should you have questions about any of the 
information in this letter, you should contact me. 

1. Confirm all identifying information for Jen-y Sternberg Company, Inc., including: 
a. Legal name, including any "doing business as" name; 
h. Date and state of incorporation and corporate status; 
c. Complete mailing and physical address of the central office; and 
d. Name and mailing address of your registered agent. 

Response: The Jerry Sternberg Company, Inc. is a North Carolina Corporation that was 
formed in 1979. Jen-y Sternberg owns all the stock of the corporation. The coi-poration is in 
good standing. The mailing address is PC Box 8374, Asheville, NC 28814-8374. The physical 
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address is 271 Tunnel Road, Asheville, NC 28805-1832, The Registered Agent is Jeiry 
Sternberg, whose mailing address is PO Box 8374, Asheville, NC 28814-8374. 

2. Deseribe the manner of handling any waste materials generated by the business operated 
at^the Site by Jerry Sternberg Company, Inc., providing documentation of such practices 
including but not limited to the location of any off-site disposal of wastes. 

Response: Neither Jerry Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company ever operated any 
business at the Site. 

3. Describe your involvement with each business, operation or other activity conducted at 
the Site with which you had any connection, providing the timeframes within which each 
such involvement occurred. For each involvement, specify the nature of your role, 
including but not limited to information regarding ownership of the property or business, 
title or job description, and details of your activities and responsibilities. For each 
involvement, identify each company, partnership, corporation, individual partner, 
associate, employee or agent also involved. 

Response: Jerry Sternberg sold property to David Witherspoon and Daniel Johnson by deed 
dated September 18, 1979. Mr, Witherspoon and Mr. Johnson located the Smoky Mountain 
Smelters business on a portion of that property. A copy of the deed from Mr. Sternberg to 
Witherspoon and Johnson is attached. Neither Jerry Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company 
had any involvement with any business at the site. 

4. For each business, operation or other activity conducted at the Site identified in response 
to Question 3, provide information regarding the following: 
a. Nature of operations; 
b. Description of all manufacturing, treatment or other chemical or physical 

processes; 
c. Production volumes and disposition of each waste product of by-product. 

Response: Neither Jerry Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company operated any business 
or conducted any activity at the Site. 

5. Provide any RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) Reports, RCRA Facility Assessments 
(RFA) Reports, Corrective Measures Studies, Interim Measures Reports, Confirmatory 
Sampling Reports, Notices of Hazardous Waste Activity, Closure Plans, and Post-
Closure Plan, if any, that have been associated with any business, operation or other 
activity identified in response to Questions 1 above. 

Response: Neither Jerry Sternberg nor the Jeiry Sternberg Company are aware of or have in 
their possession any such reports. 

6. For each business, operation or other activity identified, provide: 
a. The responsible legal entity (e.g., eoiporation, partnership, or other association); 
b. Documentation of winding down, dissolution and distribution of relevant assets; 
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c. Documentation of any associated bankiuptcy filing, including a copy of a 
Statement of Financial Affairs and any other relevant bankmptcy documents. 

Response: No business or activity was identified. 

7. During the period of any other smelting, resmelting or recycling operation at the Site, 
what portion of the saltcake and dross was recycled, what portion was stored for later 
processing, and what portion was disposed of? 

Response: Neither Jeiry Sternberg nor the Jen-y Sternberg Company have any knowledge or 
information about any aetivities at the Site. 

8. Identify any and all areas both on the Site property and at other locations, which were 
used for storage and disposal of saltcake, dross and other byproducts and wastes. 

Response: No areas were identified. 

9. Identify any and all other substances that were generated or stored at the Site, and any 
and all other substances that were disposed of either at the Site or at another location. 
Identify any such other locations used for disposal of any wastes. 

Response: No substances were identified. 

10. Identify the origin, treatment and disposition of any and all wastes received from outside 
sources for disposal at the Site at any time during which you were involved in the 
business, operations or other activities at the Site. Include in this information solid waste, 
liquid or gaseous waste, hazardous waste, and any other waste or other product intended 
for disposal at the Site. Provide all documentation of all related transactions, including 
but not limited to con-espondence, bills, invoices, bills of lading, receipts, and other 
transactional records. 

Response: Neither Jerry Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company were ever involved in 
any business, operations or other activity at the Site. Accordingly, Jerry Sternberg and the Jen-y 
Sternberg Company have no knowledge, information or documents responsive to this question. 

11. With respect to all persons identified in response to Question 3, identify any who may 
have knowledge, information or documents about the generation, storage, and disposition 
of any hazardous material at, to or from the Site. 

Response: No persons were identified. 

12. Provide copies of all documents, including but not limited to invoices, receipts, 
manifests, shipping papers, customer lists, contracts, cancelled checks or other payment 
records, reports, newsletters, notes, records of telephone conversation, or any other 
correspondence which may reflect, show, or evidence the generation, storage or 
disposition of Hazardous materials at, to or from the Site. 
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Response: Neither Jen-y Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company were involved in any 
business, operations or other activity at the Site. Accordingly, Jen-y Sternberg and the Jerry 
Sternberg Company have no documents or records responsive to this request. 

13. Provide a list of all property and casualty insurance policies (e.g., comprehensive general 
liability, environmental impairment liability, and automobile liability policies) applicable 
to each business, operation or other activity identified in response to Question 1. Specify 
the insurer, policy, effective dates, and state the per oeeurrenee policy limits for each 
policy. Copies of policies may be provided in lieu of a narrative response. 

Response: Neither JeiTy Sternberg nor the JeiTy Sternberg Company are aware of or have 
copies of any such policies of insurance. 

14. For each and every Question contained herein, if any of the documents solicited in this 
information request are no longer in your possession, custody, or control, then identify 
each person from whom such information or documents may be obtained. Also indicate 
the reason why they are no longer available. If the records were destroyed, provide the 
following: 
a. The document retention policy applicable to the document; 
b. A description of how the records were destroyed (burned, trashed, etc.) and the 

approximate date of destruction; 
e. A description of the type of information that would have been contained in the 

documents; 
d. The name, job title and most current address of each person: who would have 

produced these documents, who would have been responsible for the retention of 
these documents, or who would have been responsible for the destruction of these 
documents; and 

e. The name and most current address of each person who may possess an original 
or copy of documents relevant to this inquiry. 

Response: Neither Jerry Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company were involved in any 
business, operation or other activity at the Site. Accordingly, Jerry Sternberg and the Jerry 
Sternberg Company have no documents responsive to this request (assuming such documents 
exist or ever existed), information or knowledge about documents responsive to this request, any 
document retention policy covering such documents, any destruction of such documents, the 
information in such documents, or information as to who prepared the documents and was 
responsible for them. 

15. Identify each additional person not already identified, who may have information 
responsive to the Questions in this Information Request, and describe the relevant 
information you believe each may have in his or her possession. 

Response: Neither Jerry Sternberg or the Jerry Sternberg Company are aware of any other 
persons who may have information responsive to this request. 
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16. Describe your ownership interest and operational role in Smokey Mountain Smelters, 
Inc., including but not limited to the timeframe of your involvement and the 
circumstances of termination of involvement. 

Response: Neither JeiTy Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company had or has any 
ownership interest or operational role in Smoky Mountain Smelters, Inc. 

17. Describe your ownership interest and operational role in Rotary Furnace, Inc., including 
but not limited to the timeframe of your involvement and the circumstances of 
termination of involvement. Describe the nature of the relationship between Rotary 
Furnace, Inc. and Smokey Mountain Smelters, Inc. 

Response: Neither Jen-y Sternberg nor the Jerry Sternberg Company had or has any 
ownership interest or operational role in Rotary Furnace, Inc. Neither Jen-y Sternberg nor the 
Jerry Sternberg Company has any information or knowledge about the relationship between 
Rotary Furnace, Inc. and Smokey Mountain Smelters, Inc. 

18. Describe the current status of Jerry Sternberg Company, Inc., including but not limited to 
its corporate, operational and financial status. 

Response: The Jen-y Sternberg Corporation is in good standing with the State of North 
Carolina. The Corporation has limited operations and has no assets. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERTS & STEVENS^P.A. 

BC/sh William Clarke 
Enclosures 
cc: Jen7 Sternberg (w/ enclosures; via e-mail) 

R&S 1504965 I 



J INSTRUMENT NO.. 

Max M. Morrison, Attorney, ^ 
TY DEED—Form 14. Jhij inslrumcnt Pre, arcd By 7J.6 M.-)r.l;o(-. • T.b i ; Kno'evi;! Tenn 

, HIS INDENTURE, made this 28 day of September 

D., 1979 between Jerry V, Sternberg, Single 

„ Asheville, In the State of North Carolina 

the first and David A. Witherspoon, Jr., and Daniel E. Johnson 

Knoxville, Tennessee the second part 

WITNESSETH, that the said part y of Uie first part, for and in consideration of tlie sum 

One Dollar ($1.00) and other good and valuable consideration 

0 1 * _ * 1 
) him in hand paid by the said part ies of tlie second part, the receipt of w^ich is hcreb^y^ | 

dcnowledged, 16 5 55 

lOr-30 

5 QOO 

Ma:XKxooiiwfex»XlS?ntX!^jf.^xB,«^«JCXl$«i^X3dico>dxiffiiekyc>»taiRBdx«Kths>pfcwJXJfeKxooas^ N 
las granted, bargained, sold, conveyed, and do es ^ hereby grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the 

:aid part ies • of the second part, the following described premises, to wit, situated 

DistrictNo. Nine ' of Knox \ / County, Tenneaaae 

Snd "ExhSi? attached "Exhibit A"-. 

. neraoy awear or au.m the actual coneihernt.on or/ 
(ransf.>r, whichever ic greater, b $/50,eoo"'° 
Suhscribco and sworn ,a b;,cre 

• Deputy Register 

iBLE TAXPAYER 

ADDRESS 

• COOIiTEKSl!::, 
1 tertlty tS^" ttw. " 
Dn iho wtih.rr> k 

-n HUt 

ic 

DO 

DO; 

?9 



I 

i i 

For further arid more complete description and for Title, reference is here madie to the following 

Deeds of Record in the Register's Office in and for said County and State, in Deed Book 

Vol. .PageV .Book , Vol. .Page . .Book 

Vol. • , Page^ V ; 

with the hereditaments and appurtenances thereto appertaining, hereby releasing all claims to Homestegd 

and Dower therein. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises to the said parties of the second 

part, their heirs and assigns forever. " 

And the said part y of the first part for himself • • and 

for his Heirs, Executors and Administrators do es hereby covenant with the said part ies 

of the second part their heirs and asaigns that they will lawfully seized in fee 

simple of the premises above conveyed and they have full power, authority and right to convey 

the same, that said premises are free from all incumbrances . 

and that he will forever warrant and defend the said premises and the title thereto against 

the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The said p^t y of the first part has hereunto set his 

hand and seal the day arid yeah first al^»e written. -

. Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of ' 

(L. S.) 

(L. S.) 

I . AwciGat fw fi47 r.' 
I 

L 
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LXIIU'.II "A" 

T,oct» of food locofcd In Kncx Counly, T.nn.. .v,., n„.l lu-in,, mo.u folly ,l..v<;nln..d O, 

foUowt; 

Tffict 11 

The foilowlny do\cfUjfJ |)ioiii.'ity ond pii-inlsi '., l.i-v,ii 

SITUATED LYING AND I'.l ING in lliv Nl^/I !l fVtli) c iv.l ol Kno* County, 

Tcnnoucc'vdiKout Iho cOM-urotu llM.ilvol ll„. CiIy of Kr.oxv. 11 T.•nncucu, and being 

known ond dcjignolcd 01 oil of lol\ 1, U), H, oi,.! I.'.n llu- JOM.1'1 1 LI.Wl'j 1ST ADDITION 

TO VESTAL 01 iKown by Mon of luld Ailditioo i.-< ..i.l .n7/o|> I'-.nk 7 ol i'o'|.' 99 in tho 

Rcgiller'v Office of Knox County, Tonni-,-..-.-, nil ..I und lol.i brin.) rr.ofn |.oi t, ̂  ulor I y 

bounded ond dcicrilmd o\ diown on llie tiinp of •.no! AiMiilnn ofmeuiid, to wlouli Mop 

reference ii mode for n.oio ,.orlIculur dmn rii.ilon ol mid loii imd m diown by lurvey • 

ofW, E. Lock, Engineer, Knoxvillo, Tenneue.i, bnoting dale of October 73, IVMl. 

Troct . 

The following dciCribed properly and preiMlu v to-wllr 

SITUATED, LYING, AND llEING in tlw Nlfsllll (9ili) Civil Diilrlct of Knox County, Tcnneiioo, 

ond wifnout tfic corporole llmiti of llic City ol Kiinxville, lenni.iM.'f, nnd lirnnii known ond 

dcilgno.'cd 01 oil of l.oli Nu. IT urul IS uml tin- ')ii riliT [inilinn fd li.it No. IVi in ilie JOSEP.H 

LEWIS 1ST ADDITION TO VESTAL (IS slmv/ii by fArin of suul Addition of let'nd in Mop book 

7 ot Pogo 99 in iKe Regii'er'i Ollice of Knox (..oindy, lonnessin;, siprl bits ond poition of lof 

tying odjoccnt forming one boundory I'luoli'sl ond IMMIII) ori llie Snulliernlein side of Lewit 

Avenue, koving o combined fiontoge of 1T0 feel Inneon ond being innio |iotlirulnrly 

bounded ond deicribed oi follows lo-wil; 

BEGINNING ot on iron pin in llie Souiliecr-di-rn line of Levels Avenue disiiini In o Northeoiferly 

direction 50 feet from, lbe point of inleiii.ndion of lbi> Suuliienirei'n line of li Wii Avenue with 

the Noflhcoitern line of flridrjc Street, exter.d'-d.lo It\ [:olnl o' inleiieeliLin With soid South-

eoitcrn line of Le.wl 1 Avenue, suid poilU id be' n nm n', rnni!• i re I i • UMIIHin 11111nn Idiots No . 13 

ond 14 in sold Addl tion; ibence in O Ninlbi'nsleiiy dneetinn nlnnii ibe 'niullienslelO line of 

Lcsvil Avenue 140 feet to un iron pin; llu-nie in n Snullu-'i .1 ei ly ilirei lion (in ii line poroMcl 

with the common dl vidinij line betsvemi lii!\.Nn_ WIIMAI 17 and disr'inl U) lie! Sosilbweil-

wordly therefrom 191 .7? fed! to o cut m (.om.iete in tin; Noiibv/fstein inilii nl-svi-iy line of 

the Southern Roilroosd; tiienc.i" with snlii 'sniln'j'Kl i n ili I-(if-v.niy linr> Soulhv/estsvnn.lly 146.4 feef 

to on iron" pin morking cutnriion comet to luiv Id,,. Kt nn.l l-l; linriee m n f dm tiisvestel I y 

direclion olong the common dividing lliu' bi-rsven lots No. 13 nnd IT, 7li'.7'fev'r to on 

i ron pin in the SoolheCiitirm line of Li.'svi •, Avi uie, tli.'" phn i- ul HI.G I Mfvl Nr , ' re. ihusvn by 

torvcyofW.E, Lock, Engineer, Knoxville, ! ennesu p, bem i ng dote O r loi >ei-73, 1950, 

Troct 3: ' • • 

The following deicribed [noperty and pierrilms Isi-v/it. 

SITUATED, LYING, AND UlING in tin- t-Jll'tlll (Vlld ( ivil 'D.st.i.t bf Knn. rnu.Hy, 

Tcnncliee, ond without the rtniKJiole Ininls nl the b-.ty 111 f.iuixville, fennessee, iintl Lieing 

. gencrolly bounded os loHusvi; on Ihe Noiih.nsi by tin'' .lie.epii lewis 1st AiMii'on to Voitol, • 

on the Soulhcoit by the right-(if-woy o.l tfvn_Svni>in-i ii.Ro; bond Coiniuiny, onjihe Northweif by 

• the right-of-woy of the 1. iK N Roibosisl Csnn),vmy nnd on ibe Snolbsvest by pinpeity known, on 

Morch 3,19,J9 OI the Mis. Monjoret 1 lenniki n I li nnlEen Inn 1, soil! |in.i)ieily being ttioro 

" porflculcrly bounded ond desctibed to-wi I: 
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•f . 

^ DEClNNING gl OM Iiui. IMM io II.L< No.il,v;. ilfii> liiu- ul ilio SuuMu-rn RulliouJ Goii.pony 

piOTi.-ily, icild polnl of ""J'-' Soullicm comer of Lo.i No. 1 I of ilm 

Joupli LCWIJ hi AJd.iIon lo Yv.iol; ilu ..ce Norll. 36 cleufeci Weil olon.j ll.u iouiliv/oilurn 

lino of JoiJ Ao'dllioM OiiJ coiillnuln.j ulomj iKo Soolliy/eiUm) linu of o Jnvev-'iy lii.-rcinciflef 

(Jojciibcd, 0 lolol dfiionce of 603.<16 li rl lo u poini in ilio SoullioOiicm rirjltf-of-v/oy line 
• • of l!iO L i N fiolliooJ CoMiporiy |HO|UMl/; llnrnto wllli void Kul liodd'piopci ly llic following 

.• cliotcl colli and dliloticci, lo-v/i(: Sootli //' diyiecv 3V niinuloi Weil .'/O.J/ levl lo o polnl^ 

. 'Soolli 2-f c'cgrcci 33 minofts Woit 101.63 feN to a poiol, Soullt 26 degicci 31 minuioi Wojr 

101.69 feet lo 0 poini, Souili 23 degu-ei 23 iiiiowioi Wei't 101.6U feel IQ u point, Soullt 30 

degteej 23 rnliiuU I V/i-it IOT.2'1 feel lu o puni ,• Souih 32 degicei 23 tnmoiei V/eti 101.03 

feet to 0 point, Soulli 3'i degteei 35 tninulei Weil 101 .63 (eei lo or poml. South 36 degreci 

05 mitiulei VVoit 63.30 feet lo a poini td.nkmg the nioit Noilhot/t comer of ioid Mii. Moryurcf 

fleitniken Flenniken iroct; ihence wilh sold Noiilieoiteni line of loi.d tioci Souih 3J dcgrcei 

09 minutci Eovt 630;30 feet lo a point In the fdorihwcstetn right-of-woy Ime of the Souihetn 

Roilfocd Compony properly; ihoncc with iold Kuiltuod iigiil-of-woy line North 27 degreei r|0 

tninult-i Ecu 763.3 feet lo on iron pin, ihe place of'BEGINNING. 

V ' Togctli'cr with o right-of-woy OAlendlng from the niOit Noitherjn: pottion of the ohove 

. dcicribed properly Norlheoitv/ordly t.o bridge Street orid Moryvllle Pike, io;d'righl-of-wQy 

being bounded on the Northweil by ihu L d. N Roilrood Compony tighr-of-woy, on the 

SoulhcQjt by Lot No. 1 of the Jojeph Lewit ht Addition to Vestal ond bridge Street, sold 

right-of-way being opproximotely 21 f'cct in width and some 100 feet In length, oil os shown 

' by survey of W. £, Lock, Engineer, Knoxville, Tennessee, beoring dote October 23, 1958. 
• V"- Trocf 5 . 

• I I 

, y'. BEGINNING of o point on the northwest side of Knoxville ond Augusta f^oilwoy, southeast 

corner of the property now owned by the American Agrlculturol Chomlcol Compony; tlschco 

V.-\. fiorthcost olongside Knoxville ond Augusto railway property 53 feet more or less lo c stoke; 
oT.- '- In 0 northwest direction 213. 14 feel, /ioiollel to tiie.nurtheost lino of lire Aniericon 

Agrlculturol Chemlcol Compony's property to a stoke; tlienco southwest running poroliel with the 
loid Knbxville ond Augusto railway, 50 feet lo o stoke; the southeost corner of Uilclye Street 
(flow Caleb St,); thence southeost olong.sido line of sold Americon Agrlculturol Chemicol Co., 

\ ^ 220.6 feet to the point of the CSGINNING, This being a port of the some property conveyed 
^ S"' Eewls, widower, by deed doted December 22, 1910, recorded in book 246, pogo 240 

of the Register's Office of Knox County, Tennessee, 

This cortveyanco is mode subject to o Southern Roilwoy spur trock ocross Troct 3; Easement for 

droincge ditches end woter run-off In favor of the L & N Roilrood Company ond certain Res-

triciiva Covenants oppllcoble to Lots 14, 15, and 16, in tlio Joseph Lewis- 1st Addition lo 
Vosfol. . k-' r • . 

: -V': • V • • V •' . 
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. ExiiioiT "A-r 

A tract of lond locotcd In Knox Coonty, T«nnu«Joo, ond bdno moro fully doicrlbod oi 

foltoww . • 

An ondivldod cna-nflh (1/5) IntorcU In onJ lo the following dejcribc-d property ond 

promltoi, lo-wit: 

SITUATED/ LYING, AND"BEING In ibo NINTH (9ih) Civil Dijlrlct of Knox County, 
Tonnojjce, odjolnlng tho icit described Iroct herein on the Southwest, being known oj a 
portion of the tract known on Morch 3, 195?,. as tho Mrs, Margaret Flennlken Flennlken 
tract, ond being more pditlculorly bouirdeJ ond doseribed, to-wlt; 

7/' 

BEGINNING ot o point In the Norlliv/estem rlcjht-of-woy line of tho Southern Rollrood 
Compony property, distant South 27 degrees rlO minutes West.measured ulong sold Railroad 
right-of-way line 763,3 feet frorn on lion pin marking the rr.ost Southern corner of Lot No, 
11 of tho Joseph Lewis 1st Addition to Vestal; ihencc North 35 dcrjrecs 09 minutes West 
638,30 feet to o point In tho Southeastern right-ot'-woy line of the L & N Railroad Cornpony 
property,• thence with sold Rullrood Cornpany rlghl-of-woy line ihe following chord colls ond 
dlstonccs, to-wIt; South 36 degrees 05 minutes West 30.33 feet. South 33 degrees 30 minutes West 
101,86 feet, South 40 degrees 24 minutes West 119,76 feet to on Iron pin marking the most 
Northern corner of Lot No, 6 of the Jusepli Lewis 3rd Addition to Vestol; thencu ulong tho 
Northccstern line of sold Addition South 36 degrees 43 minutes Eost 606.44 feet to on ^fon 
pin tn the Northwestern righr-of-woy lino of tho Sourhern Rollrood Compony property; 
thonc;o with sold right-of-woy line Noith 27 degrees 40 minutes Eost 260 feet to o point, 
the place of BEGINNING, OS shown by survey of W, £, Lock, Engineer, Knoxvllie, 
Tersncssee, bearing dote October 23, 1950, 

This convoyonco Ij mode subjocf to right-of-woy along the Southwest Jino of this troct of 
|ond, 
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STATE OF TF.MNFfSEE, 

County of_.^NOX 

Personally appeared before me, 
the undersigned authori-ty • Notary Public of 

said County and Stale, tbo within named bargrainor Jerj:_y_V^—Sternberq_ 

with v.hpm 1 am personally acquainted, and who ar'r 

the purposes therein contained. 

Witness my hand and official seal at office this day Of 

:Ked that hei_ executed the within inatrunient for 

ZZd2lJZ^ .di- b \ 

My Commission Expires. 

STATE OF TENNEUSEE, 

County of : 

Personally appeared before me,. , a Notary Public,"of ' 

said County and State, the within named baj^ainor . 

with v.-hom I am personally acquainted, and who acVcnowledjed that —he— executed the within instrument for 

the purposea therein contained. . . 

Witness my hand and official seal at office thin day of ; A. D. 19 J 

My Commission Expires ^ . ; Notary Public. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
COUNTY 0F_ 

I, or we, hereby swear or affirm that the actual consideration for this transfer, or value of the property trans
ferred, whichever is greater, is S which amount is equal to or greater than the amount which the 
properly transferred would command at a fair, voluntary sale. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this. 

My Commission Expires : 

.day of , 19, 

, Notary Public. 
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^ \ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
5 I REGION 4 
I AAI^ ? ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER 

61 FORSYTH STREET 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8960 

S€P 2 5 2015 

INFORMATION REQUEST LETTER 
URGENT LEGAL MATTER 
PROMPT REPLY REQUESTED WITHIN 30 DAYS 
CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Jerry Sternberg 
P.O. Box 8374 
Asheville,NC 28814 

SUB J: Request for Information Pursuant to Section 104 of CERCLA for the Smokey Mountain 
Smelters Superfund Site located in Knoxville, Knox County, Teimessee 

Dear Mr. Sternberg: 

The purpose of this letter is to request that you respond to the enclosed Information Request. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is currently investigating the release or threatened release 
of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants or hazardous wastes on or around the 
Smokey Mountain Smelters Superfund Site (the Site). This investigation requires inquiry into the 
identification, nature and quantity of materials generated, treated, stored or disposed of at, or 
transported to, the Site and the nature or extent of a release or threatened release of a hazardous 
substance or pollutant or contaminant at or from the Site. 

SITE BACKGROUND 

The Site is located at 1508 Maryville Pike (State Route 33) near Knoxville, Knox County, 
Tennessee. The Site operated as a secondary aluminum smelter and is approximately 13 acres in 
size. The EPA believes you may have information about operations of the facilities at and near 
the Site that may assist the EPA in its investigation. 

INFORMATION REQUEST 

The EPA seeks your cooperation in providing information and documentation in relation to the 
contamination of the Site. Pursuant to the authority of CERCLA Section 104, 42 U.S.C. § 9604, 
as amended, and Section 3007 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 
U.S.C. § 6927, the EPA requests that you respond to the questions set forth in Enclosure A 
attached hereto. Instructions on how to respond to the questions are included in Enclosure A as 
well as definitions that apply to the wordsappearing in Thp_qiigst^s. The EPA encourages you 
to give this matter your immediate^tteliflon and requests that yoiTpitrvide a complete and 
truthful response to each questiprfwithin thirty (30) calendar days o^.^ur receipt of this letter. 

Internet Address (URL) • http;//www,epa.gov 
Recycledmecyclable . Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 30% Postconsumer) 



While the EPA seeks your cooperation in this investigation, compliance with the Information 
Request is required by law. Failure to respond fully and truthfully to the Information 
Request within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of this letter, or to inadequately justify a 
failure to respond, may result in the EPA pursuing an enforcement action pursuant to 
Section 104(e) of CERCLA, as amended, and/or Section 3008 of RCRA. Each of these 
statutes permits the EPA to seek the imposition of penalties of up to thirty-two thousand five 
hundred dollars ($32,500.00) for each day of continued noncompliance. In addition, please be 
advised that providing false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or representation may subject 
you to criminal penalties under 18 U.S.C Section §1001. The information you provide may be 
used by the EPA in administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings. 

Submit your responses to the Information Request to Felicia Jackson, Environmental Protection 
Specialist, at the following address: 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 4, SD-SECEB 11 th Floor 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

This Information Request is not subject to the approval requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1980, 44 U.S.C. Section 3501 et seq. 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 

Pursuant to Section 113(k) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613(k), the EPA has established an 
administrative record that serves as the basis of the EPA's decision on the selection of the 
response aetion for the Site. This administrative record is open to the public for inspection and 
comment. 

The factual and legal discussions contained in this letter are intended solely for notification and 
information purposes. They are not intended to be, and cannot be relied upon as, final EPA 
positions on any matter set forth herein. 

Due to the seriousness of the problem at the Site and the legal ramifications of your failure to 
respond properly, the EPA strongly encourages you to give this matter immediate attention and 
to respond to this letter within the time specified above. Please direct legal questions to Caroline 
Philson, Associate Regional Counsel, at (404) 562-9588 or at Philson.Caroline@.epa.gov. For 
any general questions, or to arrange to submit responsive information electronically, please 
contact me at (404) 562-8894 or via email at Jackson.Felicia@epa.gov prior to the time specified 
above. 



The EPA appreciates and looks forward to your prompt response to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Felicia Jacksc 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Superfimd Enforcement and 

Community Engagement Branch 

Enclosures - Definitions/Questions 



Enclosure A 
Request for Information Pursuant to Section 104 of CERCLA 

Jerry Sternberg — Smokey Mountain Smelters Site 
Knoxville, Termessee 

Instructions 

1. Please provide a separate narrative response to each and every Question and subpart of a 
Question set forth in this Information Request. 

2. Precede each answer with the number of the Question to which it corresponds. 

3. Provide responses to the best of your ability, even if the information sought was never put 
down in writing or if the written documents are no longer available. You should seek out 
responsive information from current and former employees or agents. Submission of 
cursory responses when other responsive information is available to you will be 
considered non-compliance with this Information Request. 

4. Please provide your name, current home address, current telephone number, and current 
e-mail address. 

5. For every question contained herein, identify all persons consulted in the preparation of 
responses. 

6. For each and every question contained herein, identify all documents consulted, 
examined, or referred to in the preparation of the response that contain information 
responsive to the question, and provide true and accurate copies of all such documents. 

7. Provide the name, title, address, and phone number of the individual to whom any future 
correspondence regarding this matter should be directed. 

8. If information or documents not known or not available to you as of the date of 
submission of a response to this Information Request should later become known or 
available to you, you must supplement your response to the EPA. Moreover, should you 
find, at any time after the submission of your response that any portion of the submitted 
information is false or misrepresents the truth, you must notify ftie EPA of this fact as 
soon as possible and provide the EPA with a corrected response. 

9. For each document produced in response to this Information Request, indicate on the 
document, or in some other reasonable manner, the number of the Question to which it 
responds and provide true and accurate copies of all such documents. 

10. For each and every Question contained herein, identify (see Definitions) all persons 
consulted in the preparation of the answer. 



11. The information requested herein must be provided even though you may contend that it 
includes possibly confidential information or trade secrets. You may, if you desire, assert 
a confidentiality claim covering part or all of the information requested, pursuant to 
Sections 104(e)(7)(E) and (F) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. Sections 9604(e)(7)(E) and (F), 
Section 3007(b) of RCRA, 42 U.S.C. Section 6927(b), and 40 C.F.R. Section 2.203(b). 

If you make a claim of confidentiality for any of the information you submit to the EPA, 
you must prove that claim. For each document or response you claim confidential, you 
must separately address the follovving points: 

A. The portions of the information alleged to be entitled to confidential treatment; 
B. The period of time for which confidential treatment is desired (e.g., imtil a certain 

date, until the occurrence of a specific event, or permanently); 
C. Measures taken by you to guard against the undesired disclosure of the 

information to others; 
D. The extent to which the information has been disclosed to others, and the 

precautions taken in connection therewith; 
E. Pertinent confidentiality determinations, if any, by the EPA or other federal 

agencies, and a copy of any such deterrninations or reference to them, if available; 
and 

F. Whether you assert that disclosure of the information would likely result in 
substantial harmful effects on your business' competitive position, and if so, what 
those harmful effects would be, why they should be viewed as substantial, and an 
explanation of the causal relationship between disclosure and such harmful 
effects. 

To make a confidentiality claim, please stamp or type "confidential" on all confidential 
responses and any related confidential documents. Confidential portions of otherwise 
non-confidential documents should be clearly identified. You should indicate a date, if 
any, after which the information need no longer be treated as confidential. Please submit 
your response so that all non-confidential information, including any redacted versions of 
documents are in one envelope and all materials for which you desire confidential 
treatment are in another envelope. 

All confidentiality claims are subject to EPA verification. It is important that you 
satisfactorily show that you have taken reasonable measures to protect the confidentiality 
of the information and that you intend to continue to do so, and that it is not and has not 
been obtainable by legitimate means without your consent. Information covered by such 
claim will be disclosed by the EPA only to the extent permitted by CERCLA Section 
104(e). If no such claim accompanies the information when it is received by the EPA, 
then it may be made available to the public by the EPA without further notice to you. 

12. Persormel and medical files, and similar files the disclosure of which to the general public 
may constitute an invasion of privacy should be segregated from your responses, 
included on a separate sheet or sheets, and marked as "Personal Privacy Information". 

13. If you have objections to some or all the Questions within the Information Request letter, 
you are still required to respond to each of the Questions. 



Definitions 

The following definitions shall apply to the following words as they appear in the , 
Questions: 

1. The term "you" or "Respondent" shall mean Jerry Sternberg, the addressee of this 
request. 

2. The term "person" shall have the same definition as in Section 101(21) of 
CERCLA: an individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, consortium, 
joint venture, commercial entity. United States Government, State, municipality, 
commission, political subdivision of a State, or any interstate body. 

3. The terms the "Site" or the "facility" shall mean and include the property known 
as Smokey Mountain Smelters Superfimd Site located in Knoxville, Knox 
County, Tennessee 

4. The term "hazardous substance" shall have the same definition as that contained 
in Section 101(14) of CERCLA and includes any mixtures of such pollutants and 
contaminants with any other substances. Petroleum products mixed with 
pollutants and contaminants are also included in this definition. 

5. The term "hazardous waste" shall have the same definition as that contained in 
Section 1004(5) of RCRA. 

6. The term "solid waste" shall have the same defmition as that contained in Section 
1004(27) of RCRA. 

7. The term "material" shall mean any and all objects, goods, substances, or matter 
of any kind that have been generated, treated, stored, or disposed of or otherwise 
handled at or transported to the Site, including but not limited to, all hazardous 
substances, pollutants and contaminants, hazardous wastes and solid wastes, as 
defined above. 

8. The term "hazardous material" shall mean all hazardous substances, pollutants or 
contaminants, and hazardous wastes, as defined above. 

9. The term "non-hazardous material" shall mean all material as defined above, 
excluding hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants, and hazardous 
waste. 

10. The term "pollutant or contaminant" shall include, but not be limited to, any 
element, substance, compound, or mixture, including disease-causing agents, 
which after release into the environment will or may reasonably be anticipated to 
cause death, disease, behavioral abnormalities, cancer, genetic mutation, 
physiological malfunctions (including malfunctions in reproduction) or physical 



deformations; except that the term "pollutant or contaminant" shall not include 
petroleum 

11. The term "identify" means, with respect to a natural person, to set forth: (a) the 
person's full name; (b) present or last known business and home addresses and 
telephone numbers; (c) present of last known employer (include full name and 
address) with title, position or business. 

12. The term "identify" means, with respect to a corporation, partnership, business 
trust or other association or business entity (including a sole proprietorship), to set 
forth its full name, address, legal form (e.g., corporation, partnership, etc.), 
organization, if any, and a brief description of its business. 

13. The term "company" shall mean any business entity, however formally or 
informally organized, which has ever existed, regardless of its current status. 

14. The term "identify" means, with respect to a document, to provide its customary 
business description, its date, its number, if any (invoice or purchase order 
number), the identity of the author, addressor, addressee an^or recipient, and the 
substance or the subject matter. 

15. The terms "document" and "documents" shall mean any object that records, 
stores, or presents information, and includes writings of any kind, formal or 
informal, whether or not wholly or partially in handwriting, including by way of 
illustration and not by way of limitation, any invoice, manifest, bill of lading, 
receipt, endorsement, check, bank draft, canceled check, deposit slip, withdrawal 
slip, order, correspondence, record book, minutes, memorandum of telephone and 
other conversations including meetings, agreement and the like, diary, calendar, 
desk pad, scrapbook, notebook, bulletin, circular, form, pamphlet, statement, 
journal, postcard, letter, telegram, telex, report, notice, message, analysis, 
comparison, graph, chart, interoffice or intra office communications, photostat or 
other copy of any documents, microfilm or other film record, any photograph, 
sound recording on any type of device, any punch card, disc or disc pack; any 
tape or other type of memory generally associated "with computers and data 
processing (together with the programming instructions and other written material 
necessary to use such punch card, disc, or disc pack, tape or other type of memory 
and together with printouts of such pxmch card, disc, or disc pack, tape or other 
type of memory); and (a) every copy of each document which is not an exact 
duplicate of a document which it produces, (b) every copy which has any writing, 
figure or notation, annotation or the like on it, (c) drafts, (d) attachments to or 
enclosures with any document, and (e) every document referred to in any other 
document. 

16. The term "release" has the same definition as that contained in Section 101(22) of 
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9601(22), and includes any spilling, leaking, 



pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching, 
dumping, or disposing into the environment, including the abandonment or 
discharging of barrels, containers, and other closed receptacles containing any 
hazardous substance or pollutant or contaminant. 

17. The terms "and" and "or" shall be construed either disjunctively or conjunctively 
as necessary to bring within the scope of this Information Request any 
information which might otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. 

18. The term "arrangement" means every separate contract or other agreement 
between two or more persons. 

19. The terms "transaction" or "transact" mean any sale, transfer, giving, delivery, 
change in ownership, or change in possession. 

20. Words in the masculine shall be construed in the feminine, and vice versa, and 
words in the singular shall be constmed in the plural, and vice versa, where 
appropriate in the context of a particular question or questions. 

21. All terms not defined herein shall have their ordinary meaning, unless such terms 
are defined in CERCLA, RCRA, 40 C.F.R. Part 300, or 40 C.F.R. Parts 260-280, 
in which case, the statutory or regulatory definitions shall apply. 



1. Confirm all identifying information for Jerry Sternberg Company, Inc., including: 
a Legal name, including any "doing business as" name; 
b. Date and state of incorporation and corporate status; 
c. Complete mailing and physical address of the central office; and 
d. Name and mailing address of your registered agent. 

2. Describe the manner of handling any waste materials generated by the business 
operated at the Site by Jerry Sternberg Company, Inc., providing documentation 
of such practices including but not limited to the location of any off-site disposal 
of wastes. 

3. Describe your involvement with each business, operation or other activity 
conducted at the Site with which you had any coimection, providing the time 
frames within which each such involvement occurred. For each involvement, 
specify the nature of your role, including but not limited to information regarding 
ownership of the property or business, title or job description, and details of your 
activities and responsibilities. For each involvement, identify each company, 
partnership, corporation, individual partner, associate, employee or agent also 
involved. 

4. For each business, operation or other activity conducted at the Site identified in 
response to Question 3, provide information regarding the following: 

a. Nature of operations; 
b. Description of all manufacturing, treatment or other chemical or physical 

processes; 
c. Production volumes and disposition of each product; and 
d. Volumes and disposition of each waste product or by-product. 

5. Provide any RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) Reports, RCRA Facility 
Assessments (RFA) Reports, Corrective Measures Studies, Interim Measures 
Reports, Confirmatory Sampling Reports, Notices of Hazardous Waste Activity, 
Closure Plans, and Post-Closure Plans, if any, that have been associated with any 
business, operation or other activity identified in response to Question 1 above. 

6. For each business, operation or other activity identified, provide: 

a. The responsible legal entity (e.g., corporation, partnership, or other 
association); 

b. Documentation of winding down, dissolution and distribution of relevant 
assets; 



c. Documentation of any associated bankruptcy filing, including a copy of a 
Statement of Financial Affairs and any other relevant bankruptcy 
documents. 

7. During the period of any other smelting, resmelting or recycling operation at the 
Site, what portion of the saltcake and dross was recycled, what portion was stored 
for later processing, and what portion was disposed of? 

8. Identify any and all areas both on the Site property and at other locations, which 
were used for storage and disposal of saltcake, dross and other byproducts and 
wastes. 

9. Identify any and all other substances that were generated or stored at the Site, and 
any and all other substances that were disposed of either at the Site or at another 
location. Identify any such other locations used for disposal of any wastes. 

10. Identify the origin, treatment and disposition of any and all wastes received from 
outside sources for disposal at the Site at any time during which you were 
involved in the business, operations or other activities at the Site. Include in this 
information solid waste, liquid or gaseous waste, hazardous waste, and any other 
waste or other product intended for disposal at the Site. Provide all documentation 
of all related transactions, including but not limited to correspondence, bills, 
invoices, bills of lading, receipts, and other transactional records. 

11. With respect to all persons identified in response to Question 3, identify any who 
may have knowledge, information or documents about the generation, storage, 
and disposition of any hazardous material at, to or from the Site. 

12. Provide copies of all documents, including but not limited to invoices, receipts, 
manifests, shipping papers, customer lists, contracts, cancelled checks or other 
payment records, reports, newsletters, notes, records of telephone conversations, 
or any other correspondence which may reflect, show, or evidence the generation, 
storage or disposition of hazardous materials at, to or from the Site. 

13. Provide a list of all property and casualty insurance policies (e.g., comprehensive 
general liability, environmental impairment liability, and automobile liability 
policies) applicable to each business, operation or other activity identified in 
response to Question 1. Specify the insurer, policy, effective dates, and state the 
per occurrence policy limits for each policy. Copies of policies may be provided 
in lieu of a narrative response. 

14. For each and every Question contained herein, if any of the documents solicited in 
this information request are no longer in your possession, custody, or control, then 
identify each person from whom such information or documents may be obtained. 
Also indicate the reason why they are no longer available. If the records were 
destroyed, provide the following: 



a. The document retention policy applicable to the document; 
b. A description of how the records were destroyed (burned, trashed, etc.) 

and the approximate date of destruction; 
c. A description of the type of information that would have been contained in 

the documents; 
d. The name, job title and most current address of each person: who would 

have produced these documents, who would have been responsible for the 
retention of these documents; or who would have been responsible for the 
destruction of these documents; and 

e. The name and most current address of each person who may possess an 
original or copy of documents relevant to this inquiry. 

15. Identify each additional person not already identified, who may have information 
responsive to the Questions in this Information Request, and describe the relevant 
information you believe each may have in his or her possession. 

16. Describe your ownership interest and operational role in Smokey Mountain 
Smelters, Inc., including but not limited to the timeframe of your involvement and 
the circumstances of termination of involvement. 

17. Describe yoiu ownership interest and operational role in Rotary Furnace, Inc., 
including but not limited to the timeframe of your involvement and the 
circumstances of termination of involvement. Describe the nature of the 
relationship between Rotary Furnace, Inc. and Smokey Mountain Smelters, Inc. 

18. Describe the current status of Jerry Stemberg Company, Inc., including but not 
limited to its corporate, operational and financial status. 




